
 

 

 

For the attention of European Emmaus Groups 

Montreuil, 27 January 2014 

 

Escalating violence and anti-democratic measures against the Ukrainian people 

Over the past two months, hundreds of thousands of peace-abiding people throughout Ukraine have 

been organising gatherings.  

Ukraine's January 16 law curbing free speech and the free flow of information and curtailing the activities 

of civil society organisations is being widely reported in the news.  

The result has been, on the very borders of Europe, the deployment and use of an entire arsenal of 

grenades and water cannon to break up demonstrations and combat those protesting the Ukrainian 

government's policy. We must fight at all costs to prevent the survival of this repressive law and ensure 

that no similar laws are passed in other European countries. 

We should remember that since 1995 Ukraine has been a member of the Council of Europe and 

therefore has an obligation to respect both the spirit and the letter of the European Convention on 

Human Rights. Under the terms of articles 10 and 11 of the Convention, everyone has the right of 

freedom of expression and opinion, which includes the freedom to receive and communicate information 

and ideas and the right of peaceful assembly and association. The Ukrainian government is clearly 

violating its pledges to the Council of Europe.  

It is vital to guarantee and respect the most basic fundamental human rights to civil society. Punishing 

civilians, irrespective of their political persuasion, is an aberration that merely masks society's problems 

and this runs totally contrary to the spirit and the letter of the instruments designed to protect human 

rights. 

Supporting the recent protests, Emmaus Oselya is a member of the Emmaus Movement, and works on 

behalf of the most disadvantaged in society. The group is definitely not a “foreign agent”, the expression 

used in recent days in Ukraine to describe any civil society organisation.  

Today, Emmaus, Movement of peace is speaking out to demand that political decisions in Ukraine are 

taken to protect basic rights, whilst curbing the escalating violence and propagation of anti-democratic 

measures against the Ukrainian people. 

The primary purpose of Emmaus prompts us to take action to protect the rights of the homeless and 

convey these trends to all European citizens. If as Abbé Pierre used to say: “the voice of the voiceless is 

the only thing that stops the powerless from sleeping soundly, then it is up to Emmaus is amplify that 

voice.” This includes denouncing unacceptable practices on the part of governments. 

Through our work and day-to-day involvement, we are enabling every individual to regain their dignity 

and helping to build a way of life more focused on solidarity. Companions, journalists, leaders, 

volunteers and paid employees, we need to make our voices heard to ensure that human rights are 

applicable to all individuals, both within Europe and throughout the world.  

 

Julio de la Granja, president of Emmaus Europe  


